
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 
Students in Kindergarten classes at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center have 
been conducting a restaurant project known as the Kindergarten Rock Café for the past 
few months. 
 
The children began by designing a 
restaurant with blocks. Then they created 
a restaurant in the imaginative play 
area.  They designed signs and menus and 
even had a ribbon-cutting ceremony with 
Mrs. Anne Corley-Hand, MKMECC 
Principal, as a special guest.  The 
students then learned to play the role of 
each of the jobs in a restaurant. 
 
As a culminating activity, the 
Kindergarten classes visited the Chimney 
Rock Inn in Gillette.  The children met all 
of the workers at the restaurant and learned about their jobs. They learned how to make a 
pizza, and then they made their own personal pizzas!  After the pizzas cooked in the big 
pizza ovens, the children enjoyed eating their delicious creations. The students concluded 
their field trip with a tour of the restaurant and the bus ride back to school.   
****************************************************************************** 

Following a visit from “Timber,” a therapy dog in training, 
students in Mrs. Megan Mansfield’s class at Mary Kay McMillin 
Early Childhood Center began a study of pets and the various 
needs of different animals that people keep as pets.  
 
The class developed a list of items 
necessary for each animal and began 
planning a trip to Pet Supplies Plus in 
Berkeley Heights. 
 
Once the children arrived at the pet 
store, with “Timber” in tow, they took 

turns finding each of the items on their shopping list.   The 
children had the experience of feeding the lizards and paying 
for the items at the cash register.  The students purchased 
treats and a bone for “Timber,” as well as dog food and fish 
food. 
 
The children were also given the opportunity to shop for dog treats to be donated to a dog 
shelter, taking turns paying and putting the treats into the designated donation area.   



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 
 
There’s no such thing as the “winter 
blues” here at Thomas P. Hughes School! 
 
Our students have been active and busy 
since we’ve returned from Winter 
Break.  In January, our talented 
musicians put on quite a show for our 
annual Winter Concert.  The show 
featured several selections from the 
chorus, band, and orchestra. 
 
A highlight of the evening was a steel pan 
performance by selected percussionists - a 
real crowd pleaser! 
 
****************************************************************************** 
For the past few weeks, students in Grades 2 through 5 at Thomas P. Hughes School have 
been participating in a gymnastics unit during their Physical Education classes. 

 
Children can be seen 
stretching, balancing, and 
tumbling their way through 
the Hughes School gym on an 
assortment of mats in various 
configurations.  
 

There is no shortage of smiles and laughter as the students 
bend and balance with their friends! 
 
****************************************************************************** 

Grade 4 and 5 students at Thomas P. Hughes School were 
recently invited to watch their fellow students compete in the 
Grade 5 National Geographic Bee finals. 
 
Each Fifth Grade student at Hughes School participated in 
this annual contest earlier in January, and the finalists 
dazzled the audience with their geography savvy. 
 
Congratulations to Patrick Kingsley - pictured here with 
Grade 5 Teacher Ellen Massa (left) and Principal Jessica 
Nardi (right) - for earning First Place honors on the school 
level.  Patrick will soon take an additional test at Hughes 
School to see if he qualifies to move further along in the 
nationwide competition for the National Geographic Bee. 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 
 
Grade 4 students at Mountain Park School were 
recently able to participate in hands-on activities to 
experience what it might feel like to have a disability 
such as dyslexia, blindness, a lack of mobility, or a 
neurological disorder.   
 
S.E.E.D.S. – which stands for Student Education & 
Experience Disability Sensitivity – is a program 
which was presented to 
these Mountain Park 

students by Ms. Amy Burns (pictured, right) of The Arc of 
Middlesex. 
 
Students participated in groups to put puzzles together 
blindfolded, write their name backward in a mirror, and try 
to fold towels without using their upper body.  
 
Mountain Park School extends a special thank you to Ms. 
Burns for involving our students in the S.E.E.D.S. program. 
Thanks also to the Berkeley Heights Education Foundation, 
which funded this learning opportunity through its annual 
grant program. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

Exciting news was recently announced! 
Poems written by students from Ms. Terry 
McCutcheon's 2015-2016 Grade 3 class at 
Mountain Park School will be published in 
the Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans. 
 
Poems authored by MPS students (pictured 
from left with Ms. McCutcheon): Patrick 
Merriman, James DFrancesco, Victoria Izzo, 
Anna Kramarchuk, Chloe McGowan, Lucia 
Chiefa and Jessica King will be among those 
works scheduled to appear in this publication, 
which is due out in April 2017. 

 
Congratulations on a job well done by our young writers! 
 
 
 
 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 
 
As part of their study of the human body, including the respiratory system, Grade 4 
students at Mountain Park School recently learned how to assist choking victims. 
 
Thanks to a grant from the 
Mountain Park School PTO, a 
training manikin was purchased 
to help students learn about and 
actively practice first aid methods 
for choking victims. 
 
Here, Mrs. Jill Fischer, School 
Nurse and Teacher of Health 
Education at MPS, explains the 
proper procedures for assisting 
individuals who are choking.  
 
All of the Fourth Grade students 
were eager to learn and 
participate.  Mrs. Fischer also 
discussed the critical importance of calling 911 in the event of a medical emergency.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 
 
William Woodruff School students celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday by 
having a special assembly. 
 
During the assembly, the Woodruff students 
learned from the Fourth Graders and 
through video and music about the life of 
Dr. King and the Civil Rights Movement. 
 
Ms. Kate Goldsmith, School Counselor, used 
the theme of the Week of Respect to discuss 
the “power of one’s words.”  She had the 
students present the power of the words as 
they described what Freedom, Justice, and 
Peace mean in our daily lives. 
 
During the assembly, Woodruff School Principal Patricia Gasparini shared a quote from 
Dr. King: “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, what are you doing for others?”  She 
then recognized the students and staff for 16 acts of charity completed thus far this school 
year.  The assembly closed with the Grade 4 students introducing the Kindness Challenge, 
an initiative aimed at keeping Dr. King’s dream alive at William Woodruff School every 
day. 
	
******************************************************************************	
The annual National Geographic Bee competition was held recently, with 10 William 
Woodruff School Grade 5 students competing to become the School Champion and move 
onto the State Level Championship.  
 

This event is always challenging, as students 
are posed with many geographical and current 
events questions about the United States and 
nations throughout the world. 
 
The ten students who participated in the school 
championships were (pictured, L to R): Kelsey 
Kan, Sylvia Andrews, Jonathan An, Brian Shi, 
Summer Son, Hayden Cear, Owen Chait, 
Oliver Chait, Madison Murphy, and Julia Pien.  
 
The National Geographic Bee Champion for 

Woodruff School is Hayden Cear.  Owen Chait took Second Place honors, while Summer 
Son earned Third Place recognition. 
	
	
	



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 
	
Four William Woodruff School students recently had their artwork featured on the cover 
of Kid’s Guide.  
 
Kid’s Guide is a statewide publication that provides 
families with information about museums, the arts, 
sports, outdoor and enrichment activities, programs 
for special-needs students, and shopping throughout 
New Jersey. Featured on the cover for the January–
June edition of Kid’s Guide is the artwork created by 
Woodruff Grade 4 students Anthony Huaman (left), 
Gia Niak (center), Alpha Zhu (right) and Trisha 
Atianzar (not pictured).    
 
Special thanks to Mrs. Diana Bjorge, Teacher of Art at William Woodruff School, who is 
always looking for new ways to display the artistic talents of Woodruff students! 
 
 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Students in Grade 8 Physical Science classes taught by Mr. 
Thomas Clayton and Mr. Brandon White at Columbia 
Middle School have been studying the relationships between 
forms of energy. 
 
As that unit of study is coming to 
an end, the students are 
completing an engineering 
challenge in which they must 
build a “roller coaster” that 
transfers all of the potential 

energy into other forms of energy. 
 
After building a track of “half-pipes” 
that students must buy with a limited budget, a marble is set on a 
course that includes twists, turns and loops.  The goal is to have 
the marble stop on its own before reaching the end of the track.  
 
As they work on this project, students will test, retest, and improve 
their models based upon data they have collected. The CMS 
students are competing to produce the most exciting as well as the 
most cost-effective “coaster” while faced with various constraints.  

 
Later, in Social Studies classes taught by Mr. Jeremy 
Marx, the same Grade 8 students can be seen playing a 

strategy game developed 
by Mr. Marx and Mr. 
Clayton to help them 
understand how Newton’s 
Laws of Motion came into 
play during the use of 
artillery on the battlefield 
during the American 
Revolution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Over 18 months ago, the district administration of the Berkeley Heights Public Schools 
applied to the College Board to bring the AP Capstone program to Governor Livingston 
High School.  We are excited to announce that our district’s application has been accepted 
and we are currently working on implementing this program for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
AP Capstone is a College Board program that 
equips students with the independent research, 
collaborative teamwork, and communication skills 
that are increasingly valued by colleges. It cultivates curious, independent, and 
collaborative scholars and prepares them to make logical, evidence-based decisions. 
 
This AP (Advanced Placement) program is comprised of two AP courses — AP Seminar 
and AP Research — and is designed to complement and enhance the discipline-specific 

study in other AP courses. Students are 
enrolled in AP Seminar in their Junior year 
and then complete the program during their 
Senior year in AP Research. Students that 
complete this exclusive program have the 

opportunity to be awarded the Capstone Diploma, a top-level distinction presented by the 
College Board. 
 
This exciting program will be extremely rigorous and designed for students who have 
achieved at a high level while also challenging themselves academically at Governor 
Livingston High School. Feel free to reach out to Mr. Robert Nixon, GLHS Principal, or 
Mr. James Finley, District Supervisor, if you have any questions or would like to obtain 
additional information about the AP Capstone offering. 
 

     
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL (continued) 

The Governor Livingston High School Counseling Department recently hosted its annual 
Sophomore College and Career Night.  
 

Over 230 students and parents 
attended this event, which 
featured each of the GL 
counselors presenting on specific 
aspects of the college and career 
planning process. 
 
Specifically, they shared 
information that was geared 
toward students who are 

beginning the second semester of their 10th Grade year. Presentation topics included 
summer programs, Junior year course selection, Naviance, College and Career exploration 
strategies, and standardized testing. 
 
In the coming weeks, counselors will be meeting with students to go over course electives, 
scheduling, and Naviance training. Parents who have questions or seek additional 
information about this process should reach out to their child’s counselor.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another great resource! 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 
The Special Services Department continues to provide training opportunities to families of 
students with special needs. Multiple parent presentations are coming up to support 
parents in meeting the needs of their children at home: 
 
• On Thursday, February 2nd, Dr. Brian Chu, Associate Professor and Director of the 

Youth Anxiety and Depression Clinic at Rutgers University, will present information 
about child/adolescent anxiety, school avoidance, and school refusal during a special 
presentation for parents in the Governor Livingston High School auditorium at 7:00 
p.m.  Please click here to learn more about this presentation. 

 
• On Monday, March 20th, Mrs. Melissa Mohr, School Psychologist in the Berkeley 

Heights Public Schools, will present a parent management workshop for handling 
children with oppositional-defiant behaviors.  This event will be held in the Governor 
Livingston Media Center at 7:00 p.m. 

 
• In May, 2017 - on a date to be determined - the Arc of New Jersey will present an 

informational session on housing, as part of their planning for adult life training series 
which is being presented around the area. More information will follow on the Berkeley 
Heights Special Services website. 

 
Please visit the Berkeley Heights Public Schools Special Services website and subscribe to 
receive e-mail correspondence when updates or changes are made. 
 
 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=14830&PageID=1

